SLU College of Nursing and Health Sciences

Department of Nursing

Clinical Misjudgment Report

I. Definition: 
 A clinical misjudgment is an action, behavior, or attitude that compromises the integrity of professional nursing care to a client, family, and/or community. Furthermore, a clinical misjudgment is conduct that compromises the core performance standards of the SON clinical evaluation tools. 

The Clinical Misjudgment Report is a tool for faculty and students to identify, clarify, and prevent future errors in clinical decision making. A student who commits a clinical misjudgment and is aware of such is expected to report it to the unit charge nurse and supervising clinical faculty immediately. Students who make an error and do not report it immediately will be considered unprofessional and unsatisfactory, thus resulting in a second clinical misjudgment. This student will also follow agency policy regarding client-related errors. Certain clinical misjudgments may also be subject to other actions of the School of Nursing, the University, and/or the State Board of Nursing.

II. Process:

1.
Faculty or student identifies the clinical misjudgment and takes appropriate immediate actions.

2. Faculty will counsel the student regarding the clinical misjudgment and necessary documentation. The Clinical Misjudgment Report should be completed and returned to the clinical faculty within five school days. The faculty may choose to document the misjudgment on the clinical evaluation tool and/or the rear of this document.

3. The faculty and student will discuss the clinical misjudgment and the completed report in a conference where additional faculty and/or the course coordinator may be present.

4. The completed report will be attached to the student’s clinical evaluation tool and retained in the student’s cumulative clinical evaluation folder.

III.
Resulting Actions:
1.
1st occurrence – A conference between student and faculty will be held.

2. 2nd occurrence – A conference discussing the clinical misjudgment will be held. Members attending the conference can include the student, the supervising clinical faculty member, the course coordinator, and/or the division coordinator. A recommendation regarding progression in the clinical course will then be determined.

3. Failure to complete the Clinical Misjudgment Report constitutes a second offense.

4. The 3rd offense and subsequent clinical misjudgments will be reviewed by the supervising clinical faculty, course coordinator, and/or division coordinator to determine if further progression in the clinical course will be allowed. 


IV. Student Actions:

1. Describe the clinical nursing misjudgment situation.

2. Discuss the clinical nursing decisions that contributed to the misjudgment occurrence.

3. Identify the course/clinical objectives that relate to the situation.

4. Analyze both the legal and ethical implications of the clinical misjudgment situation from the following perspectives (include references)

	1.  Client
	4.  Head Nurse/Charge Nurse
	7.  Faculty

	2.  Agency
	5.  Family
	8.  School of Nursing

	3.  Physician
	6.  Student
	9.  University


5. Propose strategies to prevent recurrences of the clinical misjudgment situation.

6. Project the effect of repeated clinical misjudgment experiences on your future nursing practice.

7.
The report should follow APA format including title and reference pages.
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