
Professor Hosts Humanist Sociology Conference 

 

Dr. Marc Settembrino, Associate Professor of Sociology, hosted the 46th Annual Meeting of the Association for 

Humanist Sociology, November 1 - 4, 2023, in New Orleans. The conference theme, “Humanist Sociology at 

the End of the World? Confronting Cascading Crises Together” built on Settembrino’s interests in disaster 

research, and highlighted the work that humanist sociologists have done during our recent and ongoing 

unprecedented times. “Humanist sociologists employ sociological theory and methods in hopes of creating a 

more humane world,” Settembrino said, “when organizing this conference, I wanted to engage participants in 

developing strategies to support one another as humans, academics, and activists as our communities, 

organizations, and institutions fail.” 

 

The conference was attended by more than 100 participants from the U.S., Mexico, and Cuba and featured 

presentations by local community activists from the St. Tammany Library Alliance, Together Baton Rouge, and 

The Disaster Justice Network. Southeastern students, faculty, and alumni also participated in the following 

presentations/sessions: 

 

Kristen Luchsinger, an undergraduate student in the criminal justice online program, delivered a plenary 

address on the work that she and others are doing to fight censorship as members of the St. Tammany Library 

Alliance. 

 

Undergraduate sociology majors Leah Peevy and Suprina Howard presented, “A randomized vignette 

experiment using images generated using artificial intelligence (AI) to examine unconscious racial bias among 

college students” based on their research with Dr. William Chernoff, Assistant Professor of Criminal Justice. 

 

Master of Science in Applied Sociology (MSAS) students, Sarah Bise, Micah Brown, Robyn Lovetro, Erin 

Adams, Haleigh Byrne-Rancatore, and Kailyn Duncan, along with Dr. Settembrino, presented,  “Living Queer 

on Louisiana's Northshore: Results from a Community Survey” based on research they conducted in 

Settembrino’s Graduate Seminar on Trans/Queer Sociology.  

 

Victor Tademy, also a graduate student in the MSAS program presented his research, “Activation and 

Creation: Using Social Connections to Build Success Upon Release from Prison” 

 

Emily McDonald, an MSAS alum facilitated a workshop on conducting transect walks and community mapping.  

 

Finally, Sociology and Criminal Justice Department faculty David Burley, Kellen Gilbert, Joshua McDermott, 

and Molly McGraw also participated in the conference. Joshua Lew McDermott, Assistant Professor of 

Sociology, served as a panelist on Poetry and Social Change. 

 

Kellen Gilbert, Professor of Anthropology presented, “No Rain, No Cattle: Effects of Extreme Climate Change 

on Namibian Pastoralists” 

 

Molly McGraw, Professor of Geography, presented, “Web Analytics of Landfalling Hurricanes.” 

 

David Burley, Associate Professor of Sociology, presented, “Going to Zion! Experiencing Environmental 

Sociology in an Iconic National Park.” 


