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This past year was a busy year for the Scholarship Committee, which in addition to awarding scholarships to deserving 
new students, reviewed academic records of current scholarships awardees and allowed the students to continue receiving financial 
support. Alumni are encouraged to support these ongoing scholarships—see the last page of this newsletter for details. 

During the fall semester of 2016 Sarah Basile maintained the Leslies Fluke MSAS Scholarship, which was awarded, upon 
her graduation, to Adam Abraham in the spring semester of 2017. The Tom Sullenberger Endowed Scholarship in CJ was awarded 
to Charleston Dixon during the 2016-2017 academic year. The Richard Kent III scholarship in CJ will be maintained by Kayla 
Petitto, who first received the award first in 2016 and has continued to be an excellent student. Dane Gautreau received the 21st Judi-
cial District Bar Association Scholarship in CJ and was also awarded the George and Cecil Bedsole Endowed Scholarship in 
CJ.  Dane graduated in Spring 2017, and the University Scholarship Committee will be reviewing applications this fall for new recip-
ients. Current students who meet the qualifications are encouraged to contact the University Scholarship Office. Lastly the Jerry Sa-
lomone Endowed Scholarship in Sociology was maintained by sociology major Clair Shriver who will graduate in the fall semester 
opening an opportunity for another sociology major to receive this scholarship. 

Fall 2017 Newsletter 

Department of  

Sociology and Criminal Justice 

Southeastern Louisiana University 

Department Head’s Message 

Greetings from the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice! This newsletter summarizes the 2016-2017 academic 
year in the Department, focusing in on some of the activities and accomplishments that make us proud of our students, staff, and 
faculty. Department faculty work hard in the classroom to help students develop necessary skill sets to prepare for the workplace, but 
more importantly, they inspire students to develop critical thinking skills and empathy, which will make them more informed and 
active citizens. Further, faculty understand that learning is dynamic and continuous and so they continue to engage students outside 
of the classroom by creating safe spaces and creative opportunities in which students explore, experience, grow, and begin realize the 
power they have to shape the world through their actions. 

In the sections that follow you will see  examples of how the Department’s focus on social justice is realized through the 
opportunities we provide students, alumni, and members of the local community. Speaker events are held each semester that promote 
dialogue over important issues that we all face. Alumni are connected with current students to discuss workforce preparation. Unique 
learning opportunities are promoted by working with other academic departments and/or  within national academic organizations. 
Multiple scholarships are provided through the Department to help students who have financial need and/or to reward outstanding 
student achievement. Three Study Abroad / Study Away trips have been organized by faculty to allow students to travel beyond 
southeastern Louisiana to meet new people and learn about themselves while exploring another part of the world. Six Student Organ-
izations are sponsored by the Department, each of which allows students to develop their interests, engage others to conceptualize 
and realize projects and events that are important both to the University community and the communities students call home.  

Many sections that follow end with contact information. Our hope is to maintain close ties with you all and promote activi-
ties that interest you as well. If you would like to share your experiences with students, or if you would like to attend a campus event, 
or if you would like to audit a Study Abroad trip, just contact the coordinator of that event. We would love to hear from you! 

Scholarship Update 

Best Wishes to Tara Mann 

The Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice says goodbye to 
Tara Mann, who served as an Instructor of Criminal Justice from 2008 until her 
resignation prior to the beginning of the Fall 2016 semester. In her time at 
Southeastern she primarily taught ‘Introduction to Criminal Justice’, ‘Criminal 
Law’ and ‘The American Judicial Process’. Ms. Mann also spoke regularly on 
campus about sexual trafficking and violence against women in advertising. She 
formed the ‘Homicide Discussion Group’ (seen in photo at right) to meet with 
interested students and discuss infamous cases. She and her husband intend to 
move to the Washington, D.C., area within a year or so. The Department wishes 
her all the best. 
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Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

 

Internship Opportunities 

Students who enroll in CJ 444, Internship in Criminal Justice, have the opportunity to perform as participant-observers in established 

criminal justice agencies at the local, state, and federal levels. Since Spring 2014 approximately 50 students have successfully partic-

ipated in an internship, and many have used this as an opportunity to network with criminal justice professionals and build their re-

sume. 

Students have interned with such agencies and organizations as the Louisiana State Police, State Crime Lab, State Training Acade-

my, State Probation and Parole, U.S. Marshal’s Office, Department of Corrections, State Attorney General Office, U.S. Attorney 

General Office, Parish Sheriff’s Office, and Florida Parish Juvenile Detention Center. Every semester, many students report that the 

agency with which they interned has reached out to them for potential future employment. 

The core objectives of the internship are as follows: 

To provide students with practical job experience as part of their formal degree program; 

To help students understand the realities of certain careers; 

To assist students in developing skills, understanding, and attitudes involving relationships with other employees and supervisors; 

To impress upon students the importance of following directions and accepting supervision; 

To emphasize the importance of effective habits such as professional appearance, promptness, and dependability; 

To develop proficiency in judgment and decision-making situations, and; 

To help students understand the functions of organizations, including interaction between management, government, and the operat-

ing environment. 

Currently enrolled juniors or seniors interested in a Criminal Justice internship, should contact Frank Tridico, frank.tridico@selu.edu  

Instructor and Coordinator of the CJ Internship Program. Students may be eligible to participate with the consent of the coordinator 

and the Department Head, a good GPA, and the completion of 90 or more credit hours. 

Alumni who work in a Criminal Justice related agency that needs interns can e-mail Mr. Tridico directly at frank.tridico@selu.edu to 

see if we can establish a working relationship that benefits our students. 

Student Awards 

Undergraduate majors in the Department of Sociology and Criminal 

Justice distinguished themselves with excellent academic achievement this 

year. Numerous students maintain high grade point averages, have distin-

guished themselves in student organizations, and plan to pursue higher levels 

of education after earning their undergraduate degrees. The selection process 

was difficult for faculty this academic year but we are very happy to have se-

lected Meaghan McCardle and Jessica Casanova for special recognition 

The College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (AHSS) held its 

annual honors convocation on May 1, 2017. The Marc P. Riedel Outstanding 

Graduating Senior Award in Criminal Justice went to Meaghan McCardle, who 

graduated Summa Cum Laude with a GPA of 4.0 and was also awarded the 

President’s Medal of Excellence. The F. Dale Parent Outstanding Graduating 

Senior Award in Sociology was awarded to Jessica Casanova (seen at right 

with Department Head Dr. Ken Bolton), who graduated Magna Cum Laude 

with a GPA of 3.828 and a minor in Anthropology.  

The Department faculty would also like to recognize two criminal 

justice majors, Ashley Ellis and Vy Tran, who were published in the Spring 

2017 issue of The Pick. Ashley’s submission was entitled “Inevitable Insani-

ties: Coming to Terms with My Mental Illness” while Vy wrote “Anything but 

Normal”, which is about coming out to her parents. A collaborative effort be-

tween the English Department and the Southeastern Writing Center, The Pick 

has been publishing since 1939. Submissions are reviewed by fellow students, 

and those standout works which are provisionally accepted are reviewed by 

faculty members to confirm the quality of the work. The Department congratu-

lates Ashley and Vy for their writing success. 
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Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

 

Association for Humanist Sociology Annual Conference - Cuba 

 Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice faculty members and students, both undergraduate and graduate,  

have been particularly active in the Association for Humanist Sociology (AHS) for several years. The Department was 

well represented at both the AHS Conference in Portland, Oregon in 2015 and Denver, Colorado in 2016. Two faculty 

members hold national offices in the AHS, Dr. Marc Settembrino and Rebecca Hensley, who is the President-Elect for 

2017. Her responsibilities in particular include planning and organizing AHS’s 2017 conference, which will be held in 

Havana, Cuba in November. The work has been continually challenging, but rewarding as it is anticipated that, once 

again, many faculty and students will attend and participate in this unique conference that examines our collective future. 

Truth Be Told 

 The Department of Sociology and Criminal 

Justice has long worked with other Departments and 

academic programs across campus to create unique 

opportunities for students to grow as critical think-

ers, creative actors, and concerned citizens. For ex-

ample, for three years or so Department faculty have 

engaged faculty from The Department of Fine and 

Performing Arts  to collaborate on some interesting 

and creative ideas (see the below section on Study 

Abroad trips, for another example). 

 This past spring semester one such collabo-

rative effort was a big success! Rebecca Hensley, 

Instructor of Sociology, teamed up with Theater 

Professors Jim and Chad Winters to co-teach a So-

cial Science Honors course entitled ‘Social Dramas’. 

Students both in and out of the Honors program who 

represented a number of academic programs met 

once a week in the spring semester of 2017 to con-

ceptualize, write, direct, and perform an original 

play.  

 The result, titled ‘Truth Be Told’, was the 

final performance presented by everyone involved in 

the course. Its showing was attended by students, 

faculty, and community members. The theme of 

“speaking truth to power” challenged audience 

members, many of  whom reported afterward that 

they were greatly moved by its important message. 

Quiz Bowl 

 For the third straight year, Department faculty competed in the Phi Kappa Phi Intramural Quiz Bowl as part of 

the University’s Homecoming festivities. Playing under the team name ‘The Social Factors’, faculty members Kellen 

Gilbert, Robert Martin, Lisa Olson, and Peter Shrock went head to head against teams of faculty from across the Univer-

sity. The faculty answered questions on a kaleidoscopic assortment of subjects, from cell biology to Captain America 

and everything in between. The Department’s team had its best showing yet.. After advancing to a thrilling single-

elimination match against the multi-year defending champions, ‘The Social Factors’ finished in second place among fac-

ulty teams. Who knows, given their continuing improvement, maybe 2017 will be their year. The Department wishes 

them much success! 
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     Social Justice Speaker Series (SJSS) 

In November 2016, the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice welcomed Chris Eder as our 12th 
Annual Social Justice Speaker. Chris, an Air Force Veteran, artist, and yoga teacher, spoke about the issues that 
veterans face and discussed the ways veterans can 
make a peaceful transition once they return from 
warzones. Specifically, he discussed how yoga is used 
to treat post-traumatic stress disorder and acute trau-
ma. He emphasized the healing potential of yoga in 
during his lecture, and also offered a free yoga class in 
the Pennington Center afterwards to demonstrate. 

The Department is excited to welcome 
Adrienne Maree Brown (seen in photo at right) to 
Southeastern during the fall semester of 2017 as our 
13th Annual Social Justice Speaker. Adrienne is the co
-editor of ‘Octavia’s Brood: Science Fiction from So-
cial Justice Movements’ and describes herself as a 
writer, facilitator, pleasure activist, coach, healer, and 
doula living in Detroit. Her new book, Emergent Strat-
egy: Shaping Change, Changing Worlds, offers a radi-
cal vision of self-help, society-help, and planet-help 
designed to positively shape the futures we want to 
live in and experience. The Department will host 
Adrienne in early November, 2017. For more infor-
mation, e-mail Dr. Marc Settembrino, chair of the 
SJSS committee, Marc.Settembrino@selu.edu. 

Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

The Graduates 

On February 15, 2017 the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice welcomed ‘The Graduates” to 
Southeastern. ‘The Graduates’ are a three-year old performance ensemble comprised of former members of the 
Louisiana Correctional Institute for Women (LCIW) Drama Club. They use their personal experiences with the 
criminal justice system to create performances that reach out to young at-risk women, give a view of the effects of 

incarceration on individual lives, and encourage 
those who have the power to shift current policies 
to do so. The ensemble’s performances are directed 
by Ausettua Amor Amenkum (Big Queen of the 
Washita Nation and artistic director of Kumbuka 
African Drum and Dance Collective) and Kathy 
Randels, artistic director of ArtSpot Productions 
and founder of The LCIW Drama Club. 

 In front of a capacity audience in the Stu-
dent Union Theater, the Graduates performed 
“Won’t Bow Down!” a dramatization of stories 
from several sources, including the Graduates’ per-
sonal experiences with the criminal justice system, 
which focused on the heavy toll that Louisiana’s 
criminal justice system takes on minority commu-
nities. After the performance, the Graduates and 
Southeastern faculty members led the audience in a 
conversation about ways they can participate in 
ending mass incarceration. Though differences of 
opinion existed, participants felt that the open dia-
logue about this important issue was valuable. 
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Graduate Program in Applied Sociology 

 It has been a very active and a very productive 2016-2017 academic year in the Department’s Masters of Science in Ap-
plied Sociology (MSAS) program. During this time, twelve students successfully defended their thesis or internship reports and were 
awarded graduate degrees. Summer 2016 graduates included Maretta McDonald, Mandy Pickering, Adrienne Sanders, and Stepha-
nie Travis. Fall 2016 graduates included Sarah Basile, Demitrius Jones, and Mariah Wineski. Spring 2017 graduates included 

Keedra Butler, Zachary Cuny, Amy Hall, Samantha McNally, and Paul Strickland. Congratulations are extended to all our 2016-
2017 graduates. 

 Many of these students have presented their research at national academic conferences and/or published their research in 
academic journals. Their efforts continue to make us proud of them. Further, some students who have graduated with an MSAS de-
gree have been successful in doctoral programs and in finding employment positions serving our region and state. Among our most 
recent graduates, Maretta McDonald is currently enrolled in the Sociology doctoral program at Louisiana State University; and Sarah 
Basile has been accepted in the Sociology doctoral program at the University of South Florida and plans to begin in the Fall 2017 
semester. 

 If you are interested in our MSAS program and/or need additional information, or if you are a former graduate of our pro-
gram and would like to update us on your current status, please contact the program coordinator Dr. John Boulahanis, jbou-
lahanis@selu.edu  or at (985) 549-2384.   

 

 

Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

LEaD Presentations 

Now in its 6th year, the Sociology and Criminal Justice Department’s speaker series ‘Leadership, Education and Develop-
ment’ (LEaD) presents Southeastern alumni guest speakers who are currently working in the field of criminal justice. Speakers talk 
about their own Southeastern educational experience and professional development, how they chose criminal justice as a profession, 
and how they developed their particular interests and specialties. The program is facilitated by Mr. Frank L. Tridico, a current faculty 
member as well as a retired Lt. Colonel with the Louisiana State Police, who understands that students today often have difficulty 
meeting with leaders and professionals who are actually working in the criminal justice fields that students are thinking about enter-
ing. This program fills that gap by linking alumni, who want to give back to SELU and help prepare our students for the workforce, 
with students who will become the leaders of tomorrow’s criminal justice system. 

The LEaD series invites two or three alumni to campus each semester and they ususally meet with 75 to 90 interested stu-
dents for an hour and a half.  For example, in the spring semester of 2017 the United States Marshal of the Eastern District of Louisi-
ana, Genny May, came to Southeastern and spoke to engaged students on a variety of topics, stressing the need to network early with 
senior members of the criminal justice profession. Later in the semester, Trooper First Class Dustin Dwight of the Louisiana State 
Police, spoke with students and discussed the career path to become a criminal interdiction officer responsible for drug interdiction. 
Trooper Dwight also emphasized the need for networking while discussing how to become one of Louisiana’s finest. 

Speakers for the fall semester of 2017 and the dates of their presentations will be announced during the semester. Just visit 
the Department’s webpage for more information. This semester’s emphasis will be on local and parish criminal justice systems. The 
speaker series is open to all Southeastern students and is especially appropriate for students thinking about entering the criminal jus-
tice program. If you are an alumnus interested in participating, e-mail Frank.Tridico@selu.edu for more information. 
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Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD) 

Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

Student Organization News 

The Department’s chapter of the Alpha Kappa Delta (AKD) In-
ternational Sociology Honor Society (seen below) had an active third 
year of operation. Three new undergraduate and two new graduate 
members were inducted during the year. In Fall 2016, AKD collected 
about $100 worth of toys as part of the holiday toy drive overseen by 
the Livingston Parish Sheriff’s Office, and also donated about $85 
and two grocery bags of non-perishable food items to the Greater 
Baton Rouge Food Bank, in the aftermath of the catastrophic floods 
of August 2016. In the Spring 2017 semester, AKD held tabling 
events to petition for the elimination of Louisiana’s habitual offender 
law, ultimately collecting more than 150 signatures. They also held a 
book drive for Louisiana Books 2 Prisoners (LB2P), a non-profit 
organization that distributes books to incarcerated persons in Louisi-
ana and neighboring states. In all, AKD donated 14 boxes worth of 
books to LB2P as well as more than $260 in financial donations. 

 

SSA 

Throughout the 2016 – 17 academic year, the Southeastern Soci-
ological Association (SSA) put on multiple events that ended with 
amazing results, including the ‘I Love You Challenge’, ‘Body Appre-
ciation’, and the water drive for St. Joseph. The ‘I Love You Chal-
lenge’ was held on the day after Valentine’s Day. This event was 
based on the idea that sometimes people forget to tell their loved ones 
how important they are. So the SSA asked students to text or call 
people who were important to them to say, “I love you.” Students had 
to include the word “I,” in order to make their message more mean-
ingful and thoughtful. The ‘Body Appreciation’ event, which was 
held on May 3, 2017, provided encouragement to the students during 
Dead Week. ‘Body Appreciation’ was intended to let students know 
that they matter and to build self-encouragement through quotes and 
chants. Finally, there was the water drive for St. Joseph, the seat of 
Tensas Parish in northeastern Louisiana, which has had to deal with 
similar water problems as Flint, Michigan.  Since this was not a 
widely publicized situation, throughout the Spring semester the SSA 
hosted multiple awareness events. The SSA also provided opportuni-
ties for people to donate water for delivery to St. Joseph. At the end 
of the semester, within a span of two months, the SSA collected more 
than 100 cases of bottled water. This was the organization’s first ma-

Reconnect 

To become a member of the Reconnect Sustainability 
Organization just tour campus and see committed students 
sitting at a Reconnect table with a sign-up sheet and friend-
ly and inviting faces. During Reconnect meetings students 
discuss projects that they will be working on such as the 
Reconnect Farmers Market,  the SELU campus community 
garden, and tabling events that seek to raise awareness 
about recycling on campus. Reconnect has garden work 
days at the community garden in place of meetings once or 
twice a semester, which involve pulling weeds, cultivating 
the soil, and raising awareness. 

The Reconnect Farmers Market (seen below) is student 
operated and is organized each semester by a student Man-
ager Intern, who learns about the importance of public spac-
es for people to share knowledge and skills around campus. 
The farmers market is a firsthand sociological experience 
that demonstrates the importance of supporting local farm-
ers, sustainable food, and the local economy in creating a 
more connected campus community. The farmers market is 
gaining momentum, and it is a great way to offer healthy 
and sustainable lunch alternatives to students.  

Reconnect has a table at each market to inform students 
about what the organization does, and a sign-up sheet. It is 
rewarding to see so many students appreciate the farmers 
market and converse with the vendors and other students. It 
shows hat students are willing to eat healthy foods and lo-
cally grown foods when given the opportunity. 

At the market, Reconnect also shares information about 
the Real Food Challenge, a national, student-run campaign 
to devote 20 percent of each University’s dining budget to 
local, sustainable, fair, and humane food by 2020. Three 
Reconnect members attended the Real Food Challenge Na-
tional Student Summit last fall in Athens, GA and found the 
experience enlightening! More students plan on going back 
this fall. 

Reconnect has also begun to raise money to hire speak-
ers to visit campus to raise awareness and discuss how food 
justice is also racial justice. Reconnect is working to create 
a healthy environment which improves the health and hap-
piness of the community. 

jor event, and despite some errors and mistakes, the SSA 
members learned, pulled together, and helped out a commu-
nity of people facing a dire need.   
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Alpha Phi Sigma 

Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

Student Organization News (Cont.) 

September 2017 marks the ten year anniversary that our 
Department was granted a charter (Iota-Nu) from Alpha Phi 
Sigma, a national criminal justice honor society. Alpha Phi 
Sigma recognizes academic excellence of undergraduate and 
graduate criminal justice students. In order to qualify for mem-
bership, undergraduate students must have declared criminal 
justice as a major or minor, completed at least three full time 
semesters, and have attained a minimum overall GPA of 3.2. 
Graduate students enrolled in the Criminal Justice concentra-
tion of the Applied Sociology program qualify for membership 
upon the completion of four graduate courses and a minimum 
GPA of 3.4. If you have any questions or need any additional 
information, please feel free to contact the chapter advisor, Dr. 
John Boulahanis at jboulahanis@selu.edu or at (985) 549-
2384. Additional information is available online at the follow-
ing address:  http://www.alphaphisigma.org/ 

 Pre-Law Association 

The Pre-Law Students’ Association (see photo 
below) has been busy this school year. Two officers 
participated in a statewide pre-law and leadership con-
ference and had the opportunity to meet and socialize 
with other future law students from several Louisiana 
universities. Several students participated in moot 
court competitions in Baton Rouge and Lafayette, 
with two winning orator awards at the Lafayette com-
petition. The Association has also hosted several 
events on campus, including a coffee and doughnut 
fundraiser and an ice-cream and pizza social. Also, 
members participated in the Strawberry Festival, 
where three criminal justice professors volunteered to 
sit in a dunk tank to help raise funds for future travel. 
It has been an exciting and eventful year for the Asso-
ciation and we can’t wait to see what the next school 
year has in store for our students. 

StandOUT 

 The Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice is proud to sponsor StandOUT, the campus lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender, and queer organization. StandOUT works to create an inclusive campus that welcomes all students 
regardless of their gender identity and/or sexual orientation, and everyone is welcome to attend StandOUT meetings and 
participate in events. 

 This school year was busy for StandOUT. In November they observed Transgender Day of Remembrance. Stu-
dents gathered for a candlelight vigil to mourn the loss of transgender people murdered in 2016. In March they celebrat-
ed Transgender Day of Visibility. Trans Day of Visibility recognizes trans lives and raises awareness of the discrimina-
tion transgender, genderqueer, and gender-nonconforming people experience in their daily lives. In April StandOUT 
hosted a “Once Upon a Time” themed prom.  

 StandOUT has many exciting events planned and is looking forward to the new school year. For more infor-
mation contact Dr. Settembrino via e-mail at Marc.Settembrino@selu.edu or e-mail standout.slu@gmail.com. 
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Zion National Park - 2018 

Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

Study Away or Study Abroad! 

National parks have been called “America’s best idea”; the U.S. was the first country on earth to establish national parks. 
Dr. David Burley and Mr. Gerald McNeil are planning a study away trip to the wondrous Zion National Park in southern Utah for 
June 4-12, 2018. The trip will offer courses in environmental sociology and geography. Students will hike in one of the most unique 
and beautiful places in the world, will learn about public lands, and meet with park rangers to learn about what the National Park 
Service does and the challenges they deal with, such as the constant struggle to balance land preservation and tourism. Students will 
also meet with local officials from the gateway town of Springdale, Utah. Zion is the economic lifeblood of the town but with more 
than three million visitors a year there are also many challenges. Students will learn about how humans have shaped this region and 
how the land has shaped humans. The trip is open to all students and to anyone who wants to take the trip and audit the courses. If 
interested, e-mail david.burley@selu.edu or gmcneill@selu.edu. It’s going to be great! 

London 2017 - 2018 

 In May of 2017, the Department of Sociology and 
Criminal Justice reintroduced their Criminal Justice study 
abroad program after a more than 10 year hiatus. Between 
May 16 and May 23, 2017, Dr. Michael Bisciglia escorted 14 
students to London, where they spent time studying and con-
trasting the United States’ and United Kingdom’s systems of 
criminal justice, and exploring the rich history of England 
(see photo at left). Excursions included visits to the Inns of 
Court, the Old Bailey and the Royal Courts of Justice, and the 
Tower of London, as well as (appropriately enough for a 
criminal justice program) a Jack the Ripper walking tour. The 
success of this year’s program has encouraged the Depart-
ment to expand the May 2018 study abroad program to in-
clude not only London but also Edinburgh, Scotland. The trip 
is open to all students as well as anyone who wants to take 
the trip and audit the courses. If interested, e-mail                                 
Michael.bisciglia@selu.edu for more information. 

 

During the May Interim Semester of 2017, Dr. Marc 
Settembrino led a group of nine students to study abroad in 
Cuba. This trip was the Department’s fourth consecutive 
annual study abroad program in Cuba and was a huge suc-
cess. This year’s theme was ‘Globalization, Disasters, and 
Resilience’. Students learned about Cuba’s relationship to 
other nations and how the U.S. blockade has caused signifi-
cant hardships for the Cuban people. Students also learned 
how the Cuban people have remained fiercely independent 
and resilient. During the program, students visited organic 
farms, museums, and art schools, where they interacted with 
and learned directly from the Cuban people.  

 
Dr. Settembrino will lead another study abroad pro-

gram to Cuba next summer, May 15–24, 2018. The program 
theme is Sociology and the Arts in Cuba, and the group will 
be joined by Cristina Molina, Assistant Professor of New 
Media and Animation. The trip is open to all students as well 
as anyone who wants to take the trip and audit the courses. 
For more information please contact Dr. Settembrino via e-
mail at Marc.Settembrino@selu.edu.  

Cuba 2017 - 2018 
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Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

Scholarly Activities 

Kenneth Bolton, Jr. “Prelude to the Neoliberal Chronicles; or, How 
I Came to Understand the Liberation of Sociology as 
Necessary for Human Transcendence.” Presented at the 
42nd Annual Conference of the Mid-South Sociological 
Association, October 2016, North Charleston, SC. 

Kenneth Bolton, Jr. “Neoliberal Chronicles 1–Sociological Praxis 
Interruptus; or, How I Learned to Stop Problematizing 
and Embrace Corporate Curricula.” Presented at the 41st 
Annual Meeting of the Association for Humanist Sociolo-
gy, November 2016, Denver, CO. 

John Boulahanis organized and chaired a paper session, “Homicide 
Studies,” at the 42nd Annual Conference of the Mid-
South Sociological Association, October 2016, North 
Charleston, SC. 

John Boulahanis, co-organized and co-chaired a paper session, 
“GIS and Spatial Applications in Social Context,” at the 
42nd Annual Conference of the Mid-South Sociological 
Association, October 2016, North Charleston, SC. 

John Boulahanis. “Comparing Exceptionally Cleared Homicide 
Cases to Open Homicide Cases: Do Victim Characteris-
tics Impact Investigative Decisions?” Presented at the 
42nd Annual Conference of the Mid-South Sociological 
Association, October 2016, North Charleston, SC. 

David Burley et al. 2016. “Taking the Challenge for Real Food: 
Student Engagement in Procuring Sustainably Produced 
Food on Campus.” Journal of Agriculture, Food Systems 
and Community Development 7 (1): 71–87. 

Kellen Gilbert chaired a paper session, “Education Trails,” at the 
77th Annual Meeting of the Society for Applied Anthro-
pology, April 2017, Santa Fe, NM. 

Kellen Gilbert. “From Southeastern to the Serengeti: An Electronic 
Safari.” Presented at the 77th Annual Meeting of the So-
ciety for Applied Anthropology, April 2017, Santa Fe, 
NM. 

Kellen Gilbert. “From Southeastern to the Serengeti: Observations 
on Humankind and Human Kindness.” Lyceum Lights 
lecture at Southeastern Louisiana University, April 2017, 
Hammond, LA. 

Rebecca Hensley. “Structural Violence and the Rigged Game: 
Teaching Stratification and Inequality as We Circle the 
Drain.” Presented at the 41st Annual Meeting of the As-
sociation for Humanist Sociology, November 2016, Den-
ver, CO. 

Roger Finke, Robert R. Martin, and Jonathan Fox. 2017. 
“Explaining Discrimination against Religious Minorities.” 
Politics and Religion 10 (2): 389–416. 

Robert R. Martin. 2017. Review of “Religion and Political Toler-
ance in America: Advances in the State of the Art” by 
Paul A. Djupe. Review of Religious Research 59 (2): 263
–265. 

Robert R. Martin. “Individual and National Variations in Trust of 
Religious Outgroups.” Presented at the Annual Meeting 
of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Octo-
ber 2016, Atlanta, GA. 

Robert R. Martin. “Cross-National and Individual Variations in 
Trust of Physicians: A Multilevel Analysis of 24 Coun-
tries.” Presented at the 97th Annual Meeting of the South-
western Social Science Association, April 2017, Austin, 
TX. 

Jerry Brown, Molly McGraw, and Julia Stanilovskaya. 2016. “A 
Database of Participants Attending the International Con-
ferences on Permafrost (1963–2012).” Extended Ab-
stracts of the 11th International Conference on Perma-
frost, Potsdam Germany. 

Molly McGraw. “Pioneering the Arctic: H. Jesse Walker.” Presented at the 
Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, April 
2016, Boston, MA. 

Frederick E. Nelson, Marcy Bidney, and Molly McGraw. “Recent Polar Ar-
chival Donations to the American Geographical Society Library.” 
Annual Meeting of the Association of American Geographers, April 
2016, Boston, MA. 

Gerald McNeill co-chaired the 2016 Annual Conference of the Southeast 
Chapter of the Society of Architectural Historians, which was held 
from September 28th to October 1st in New Orleans, LA. 

Gerald McNeill. “The Migration of Canary Islanders and Their Culture to 
Louisiana.” Presented at the 48th Annual Conference of the Interna-
tional Society for Landscape, Place and Material Culture, Septem-
ber 2016, Bowling Green, KY.  

Lisa M. Olson. 2016. “Criminal Justice Students and Sexual Prejudice.” Jour-
nal of Criminal Justice Education. doi: 
10.1080/10511253.2016.1261916 

Lisa M. Olson. “School Shootings 1980–Present: An Exploration.” Poster 
presentation at the 53rd Annual Meeting of the Academy of Crimi-
nal Justice Sciences, March 2017, Kansas City, MO. 

Lisa M. Olson. 2017. “Assessing Sexual Orientation Bias in Witness Credibil-
ity Evaluations in a Sample of Student Mock Jurors.” Justice Policy 
Journal 14 (1): 1–25. 

Marc R. Settembrino moderated a panel, “Disaster Vulnerability across the 
Life Course,” at the 41st Annual Natural Hazards Research and 
Applications Workshop, July 2016, Broomfield, CO. 

Marc R. Settembrino, Sarah Basile, and Xavier Guadalupe-Diaz. “Sexual 
Orientation and Hurricane Evacuation Plans: An Exploratory 
Study.” Poster presentation at the 41st Annual Natural Hazards 
Research and Applications Workshop, July 2016, Broomfield, CO. 

Marc R. Settembrino. “Social Vulnerability and Resilience among People 
Experiencing Homelessness.” Presented at the Building Climate 
Change Resilience with Homeless Persons and At-Risk Tenants 
Workshop, hosted by the Victorian Council of Social Services, the 
Australian Red Cross, and the National Climate Change Adaptation 
Research Forum. October 2016. 

Marc R. Settembrino. “Pulse Nightclub Massacre: An Intersectional-Queer 
Narrative.” Presented at the 41st Annual Meeting of the Association 
for Humanist Sociology, November 2016, Denver, CO. 

Marc R. Settembrino. 2017. “Exercising Agency: How Men Experiencing 
Homelessness Employ Human, Social, and Cultural Capital to Miti-
gate Natural Hazards Risk.” Natural Hazards Review 18 
(November). 

Peter Shrock. “Theoretical Implications of the Volkswagen Diesel Software 
Scandal.” Presented at the 72nd Annual Meeting of the American 
Society of Criminology, November 2016, New Orleans, LA. 

Peter Shrock. “Social Power, Claims-Making, and Place.” Presented at the 
80th Annual Meeting of the Southern Sociological Society, March 
2017, Greenville, SC. 

 



 

    Page 10  

Stu-
dents are 
en-

Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice 

 
HELP US CONTINUE THE SUCCESS OF OUR STUDENTS  

SUPPORT THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY & CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
 

If you would like to make a contribution, we would greatly appreciate it!  
 

You will be recognized in our next newsletter.  
 

To support the Department of Sociology and Criminal Justice Developmental Fund, which assists with day-
to-day expenses and sponsored events, please make checks payable to: Southeastern Development Founda-
tion & Sociology & Criminal Justice and mail to: Sociology and Criminal Justice; SLU 10686; Hammond, 
LA 70402.  
 

My/Our Gift is:         □ $ 10 - $49         □ $ 50 – 99         □ $ 100 and above  
 
To support the following endowed scholarships, please use the web link below to make your contribution: 
 
The Jerry Salomone Endowed Scholarship in Sociology  
The Tom Sullenberger Endowed Scholarship in Criminal Justice  
The Leslie Flucke Memorial Scholarship in Applied Sociology 
 
Visit: http://www.southeastern.edu/acad_research/depts/soc_cj/student_success/scholarships/index.html 

 
THANK YOU! 

 
We want to hear from you! Please let us know how you are doing, and if you would be interested in being nominated for 
an alumni award from the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (see award description at: www.selu.edu/ 
alumni_donors/alumni_assoc/recognitions/index.html)  
 
Name: __________________________________________________  

Address: __________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________  

Email: __________________________________________________  

Phone: __________________________________________________  

Year of Graduation and Major: _________________________________  

Additional Comments:  

Support Our Department! 


