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The mission of Southeastern Louisiana University is to lead the educational, economic and cultural 
development of southeast Louisiana.  Core values of Southeastern are as follows: Excellence, Caring, 
Community, Diversity, Integrity, Learning, Scholarship, and Service.  
 
The mission statement of the Department of Music and Dramatic Arts follows, as published in the Catalog: 
 

The Department of Music and Dramatic Arts at Southeastern Louisiana University believes the performing arts to 
be a vital part of the human experience and an integral part of the university and community. The department 
therefore continues to dedicate itself to the region’s cultural and educational enhancement through quality 
programs that address the needs of its constituency. 
 
The Department of Music and Dramatic Arts performs within the scope and general objectives of the university 
by providing educational opportunities in music performance, general education and in the specialized areas of 
music through service activities to the university, community, and state. 
 
Specific objectives include the following: 

1. Provide specialized preparation for many of the professional areas of music and related fields. 
2. Provide all university students opportunities to experience music in depth and breadth in their relationship 

to the art. 
3. Provide students, faculty, and community with outstanding professional performance for the purpose of 

cultural enrichment. 
4. Provide performances, which serve as educational experiences for student participants and which also 

assist in bringing the university and its constituency closer together. 
5. Provide leadership, resource materials and resource personnel for all elementary and secondary schools 

within the state of Louisiana. 
 
The music curricula of the Department of Music and Dramatic Arts are accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Music (our department is the first in the University of Louisiana System to receive 
NASM accreditation, in 1946), and include the Bachelor of Music in Performance, Bachelor of Music 
Education, Master of Music in Performance, and Master of Music in Theory degrees. Undergraduate 
enrollment of music majors is the second highest in the state, at 207 (LSU is first, at 260 undergraduates). 
The total enrollment of music students is 220. 
 
The department houses the university’s Theatre and Dance programs, though these do not have major 
curricula. Theatre and Dance students pursue either a Minor, or a Concentration in the Bachelor of Arts in 
General Studies degree. Both areas perform on a vigorous level, and compete ably against programs with 
major curricula. Two of our theatrical productions won top honors at Louisiana State Kennedy Center 
American College Theatre Festival in fall 2009, and our dance students perform regularly at the American 
College Dance Festival. This year, the department celebrated the 75th anniversary of its founding. 
 

I. Economic Development 
 
The department produces scores of productions each year including opera/music theatre, large ensemble 
concerts (band, orchestra, chorus), dance concerts, theatrical productions, and student/faculty solo and 
chamber music recitals. The combined audience numbers in the thousands in any year. As an example, we 



commissioned the Southeastern Business Research Center to perform an economic impact study of just one 
production given in the summer of 2007, The Wizard of Oz (attached). In short, direct parish spending was 
$49,391 (a hard figure, not estimated). With estimated local spending added (data provided by audience 
questionnaires; excludes ticket prices) the total parish spending was $68,466. Multiply this figure by the total 
number of concerts and productions during the year and it is clear that the department accounts for a large 
portion of the total university’s economic impact on the community. Using data from last year (2008-09) as 
representative, that number includes: 
 

132 Recitals/Concerts/Ensembles 
10 Lectures/Masterclasses   
2 Opera/Musicals (8 Performances) 
4 Theatrical Productions (20 performances) 
1 Departmental Dance Concert 
3 Honor Bands 
Other departmental events: Choral Invitational, Concerto Competition, Sonatina Festival, Flute 
Festival, Louisiana Music Teachers Association Rally, Vocal Arts Day 
 

II. Workforce Development 
 
School Music Teachers. The state has identified the Bachelor of Music Education degree as a specific 
Workforce Development Need, as the demand for music teachers exceeds the supply. Our experience 
confirms the state’s finding, as we receive many more calls from area principals than we can supply with 
current graduates. Also, graduates of the BM and MM degrees often find their way to teaching. Data on our 
graduates in the three-year period 2006-2009 are summarized, below (specific information attached): 
 
 
 

MM (Number = 19) 
Graduate School: 8 (42%) 
Workforce 
(teaching/performing): 9 (47% 
Post-grad programs: 2 (11%) 
(Alt. Cert; Computer Progr.) 

BM (Number = 32) 
Graduate School: 17 (53%) 
Teaching: 9 (28%) 
Unknown: 3 (9%) 
Freelance Musician: 2 (6%) 
Other: 1 (3%) 
(2nd undergraduate degree)  

BME (Number = 21)  
School teaching: 16 (76%) 
Graduate School: 2 (10%) 
Unknown: 1 (4%) 
Other: 2 (10%) 
(US Navy; Ind. Music 
Teacher) 
 
 
Professional Orchestral Musicians. Our graduates staff local orchestras throughout our region, as do our 
current students who perform as part of an internship program. Four of our graduates in the past eleven years 
(Gabriel Platica, Razvan Constantin, Zorica Dimova, and Dmitri Vychko) are fulltime members of the 
Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra—an astonishing 11% of the fulltime string section. Two of our recent 
graduates are currently fulltime members of the Mississippi Symphony in Jackson, MS (Hristo Hristov, 
Ausra Jasinevicute) and four others have performed in it in the recent past (Algis Staskevicius, Liudmila 
Bivol, Tatiana Kotherguina, Emanuela Lacraru). Current and former students perform or have performed in 
the Acadiana Symphony, the Rapides Symphony, the Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra, the Gulf Coast 
Symphony Orchestra, and the Jefferson Performing Arts Society Orchestra (including Milena Rusanova, 
Vanya Karachobanova, Iya Tsrykot, Anton Smirnov, Everaldo Martinez, Simina Renea, Elena Gladkova, 
Igor Gladkov, Hannah Nershi, Natalia DePoy, Dmitri Trush, and Sandy Blanchard). Other fulltime ensemble 
placements of recent graduates include Miroslav Hristov, Associate Concertmaster of the Knoxville 
Symphony; Alexander Ureche, Concertmaster of the National Symphony Orchestra in Kishinev, Moldova; 
Algis Staskevicius and Tatiana Kocherguina, Arkansas Symphony Orchestra; Serban Petrescu, 



Concertmaster of the Newark Symphony Orchestra; Alexander Reshetnichenko, Concertmaster of the 
Valdosta Symphony Orchestra; and George Bosnea, Baton Rouge Symphony Orchestra. 
 
 

III. Cultural Development 
 
Fanfare, and Encore! (concert series): In addition to numerous program offerings mentioned above (I. 
Economic Development), the ensembles of Department of Music and Dramatic Arts form a significant 
portion of the programming of Fanfare, an award-winning, month-long celebration of the arts and 
humanities. In October of 2009, the Fanfare program included the Southeastern Opera/Music Theatre 
Workshop Gala, the Southeastern Chamber Orchestra 75th Jubilation Showcase, the Southeastern Wind 
Symphony, Sunday With the Arts Jazz Duo (faculty recital), Southeastern alumna (and 2008 winner of the 
Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions) Daveda Karanas voice recital, Sunday With the Arts 
Guitare Louisiane (a faculty and graduate student guitar quartet), five performances of Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, and the Southeastern Concert Choir and Women’s Chorale Voices of Light – A 
Choral Tradition. The department also sponsored a guest artist piano recital given by Dr. William Chapman 
Nyaho, and assisted with the Missoula Children’s Theatre production of The Princess and the Pea (a piano 
student performed the piano accompaniment). 
 
The spring semester counterpart to the fall Fanfare festival is Encore! which includes faculty recitals, 
performances of large student ensembles, guest artist recitals, Southeastern Opera/Music Theatre Workshop 
productions of Puccini’s Suor Angelica and Gianni Schicchi, Southeastern Theatre productions of Parking 
Lot Babies and Fences, and the annual Bill Evans Jazz Festival which honors our most famous alumnus and 
is one of the few opportunities for jazz enthusiasts to hear jazz on the north shore. 
 
Many departmental performances are featured in the programming of The Southeaster Channel, which 
reaches an audience of approximately 90,000 viewers throughout the Florida parishes. Large ensembles, 
faculty recitals, guest artists ear. , and Community Music School recitals are programmed throughout the y

Community Music School: The Department of Music and Dramatic Arts fulfills its mission to the 
community in part through its Community Music School, a program that offers private music 
instruction to approximately 250 students per semester, ranging from pre‐school age children to 
senior citizens.  The existence of this program is thought to be crucial to the cultural climate of the 
region because similar resources are scarce, including the music programs in public schools.  

Students throughout the Northshore region are served at three locations—the main campus, St. 
Tammany Center in Covington, and the Livingston Literacy Center in Livingston Parish. Private music 
instruction and a variety of group classes are offered, including seven unique sections of music theory. 
The CMS also collaborates with Hammond Eastside Elementary and Southeastern Lab School to offer 
weekly group piano and general musicianship classes. 

Ensembles include the CMS Select Vocal Ensemble  routinely performs on Christwood Arts and 
Lecture Series in Covington, among other events  and the CMS String Ensemble  also quite active in St. 
Tammany community events . 

Opportunities for adult students include the Northlake Community Band, which has performed 
throughout the Hammond region including the 2009 Cate Square Christmas Program, several chamber 
music groups, two group adult piano classes, and special CMS adult recitals at the end of each 
semester.  



The CMS has offered a variety of special programs, camps and workshops including the Southeastern 
Summer Music Festival, Piano Duet Workshop, Fiddling Workshop, Guitar Workshop, Summer 
Sampler Program, Double‐reed Workshop, and the Sonatina Festival.  

Teaching faculty includes 13 Department of Music and Dramatic Arts instructors, five graduate 
students, and approximately 25 undergraduate students. These student instructors are vital 
components to our mission as all teach weekly private lessons on their major instrument or voice, and 
a few select students also teach the theory classes. In their roles as student music teachers, they 
experience many facets of the music profession including parent/student relations, professional 
responsibility and leadership, and pedagogical knowledge.  

In short, the southeastern region of our state would be a barren place without the economic, 
workforce, and cultural contributions of the Department of Music and Dramatic Arts at Southeastern 
ouisiana University. L

 
 


