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The Visual Arts Department awards a B.S. degree in Art Education and a B.A. 
degree in Art, which includes concentrations in Art History, Ceramics, Drawing and 
Painting, Printmaking, Graphic Design, New Media and Animation, Photography, and 
Sculpture.  Both programs are the only four-year degree programs on the Northshore 
serving a four-parish area.  The Department is one of only 250 programs that is 
accredited by NASAD, a distinction granted to only 15 percent of all university art 
programs. 
  

Workforce and Economic Development 
   
 Digital art concentrations such as Graphic Design, New Media and Animation, 
Printmaking and Photography prepare students for jobs in areas such as Design, 
Animation, Photography and Art Marketing, all of which are high growth areas.   Based 
upon a comparison of course offerings of universities in the state, Southeastern’s Art 
Department has the most comprehensive digital art curriculum in Louisiana. The New 
Media and Animation curriculum offers coursework in more media platforms, and 
provides opportunities for focused study in Print Media, Time-Based Media, 2D 
Animation, 3D Animation, 3D Modeling and Rapid Prototyping, and Interactive 
Multimedia.  Students are prepared for careers as multimedia developers for eLearning, 
cultural institutions, universities, and commerce. Students focusing in 3D technologies 
are equipped for jobs in product design, industrial design, animation for cinema and 
video games, as well as visualization for the architecture, science, and cultural heritage 
fields.   
 
  The Digital Technologies and Creative Processes Initiative, established by Act 19 
(2008) of the Louisiana Legislature, is focused on building a robust digital media industry 
in Louisiana that uses digital technologies and creative processes to address Louisiana’s 
core social problems in education, healthcare, coastal restoration, and retention of 
professional talent.   
 

Since fall 2008, there has been a 72% increase in enrollment within the New 
Media and Animation curriculum.  This not only demonstrates a growing student interest 
in the discipline, it also suggests that students are choosing to come to Southeastern to 
take advantage of the opportunities that they will find here.  Past graduates have gone on 
to careers in web design, graphics creation for video games, and video production.  Over 
the past five years, at least 28 graphic design students are now working in the field.  Two 
students went on to graduate school to study graphic design. In fall 2009  15 students 
held industry internships and spring 2010  five interns are  working in industry. In 2009, 
students attended and presented their portfolios at the SIGGRAPH conference in New 



 

Orleans, the Red Stick Animation Festival in Baton Rouge, and the Game Developers’ 
Conference in Austin.  A sampling of graduates and the jobs they hold is listed below: 
 
 
Daniel Ippolito  Film Production Assistant. "HBO's Treme" 
Justin Thomas  Studio Graphics and Location Crew, Cox Television, New Orleans 
Chris Wallace   Web Manager Buy It Now - eBay Mandeville LA 
Shannon Jurardo:  Graphics Department.  NASA Michoud Assembly Facility 
Nicole Lousteau:  Owner, Design Fortissimo, Kennesaw, GA. 
Ken Newton:   Media Designer/Web. Southeastern Channel  
Feltus Wirtz:   Artist, TurboSquid 3D modeling, New Orleans, LA. 
 
 
 
 The Art Education program prepares Art teachers for teaching duties for the entire 
state of Louisiana.  In fall 2009 forty one majors were enrolled in the Art Education 
program.   
 

Cultural Development 
 
 The Department of Visual Arts supervises several art galleries on campus and 
provides one of the major avenues for artistic enjoyment and cultural development in the 
region.  Information concerning the number of exhibits and a very conservative estimate 
of the number of viewers is listed below.  
 
The Main Gallery (Contemporary Art Gallery) The University’s Contemporary Art 
Gallery gives the university population and the community access to contemporary art 
and artists.  Artists from throughout the country have presented lectures and exhibited 
their art.  
 
2007-2008: Mounted 10 exhibitions including summer, viewers 6200 total, 620 per event 
2008-2009: Mounted 9 exhibitions including summer, viewers 5500 total, 611 per event  
2009-2010: Mounted 11 exhibitions including summer, viewers 6900 total, 627 per event 
 
Total for the three years in the main gallery: 18,600 
 
Sims Gallery: 
2007 - 2008: 8 exhibitions including summer, 7200 viewers at an average of 800 a show 
2008 - 2009: 8 exhibitions including summer, 7200 viewers at an average of 800 a show 
2009 - 2010: 5 exhibitions including summer*, 4000 viewers at an average of 800 a show 
total: 18,400 
 
The Presidents House:  
2007 - 2008, 1 exhibition, Southern Annual exhibition, 300 - 400 viewers 
2008 - 2009, 1 exhibition, Southern Annual exhibition, 300 - 400 viewers 
2009 - 2010, 1 exhibition, Southern Annual exhibition, 300 - 400 viewers 



 

Total Average: 1,050 viewers 
 
The department is also responsible for the University Fine Art Collection, a collection 
of 139 art objects which are hung in public spaces throughout the campus. 
 
 


