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Senator/Senator-At-Large Application


On behalf of the Student Government Association, we would like to thank you for taking this opportunity to consider representing our university as a member of the 2014-2015 Student Government Association by running for the position of Justice of the Student Government Association. All candidates must meet and follow the Election Code of Southeastern Louisiana University’s Student Government Association as follows:

1. Eligibility

a. A candidate must have a minimum 2.5 Semester and Cumulative grade point average.

b. Member of at least one (1) registered campus organization
c. Full time student (minimum of 12 hours)
d. Free of any academic and/or disciplinary probation
2. Composition

a. There is one seat per every 500 students within each academic college.

b. There are five seats for At-Large Senators, who serve the entire student body as opposed to just their college. 

3. Campaigning

a. All signs, pamphlets, and other propaganda must be approved by an SGA Co-Coordinator (Kyle Gallagher and/or Cherie Kay LaRocca) before posting.

b. All campaigning must be at least 50 feet away from any polling place. Polling places are TBA.
c. Campaigning via telephone and social networking sites (Facebook, MySpace, etc.) is allowed.
4. Budget

a. No more than $100 may be spent on campaign materials including donations and gifts
b. All receipts must be turned into the SGA Coordinator by the Friday before elections at 12:30PM.

5. Violations

a. All violations should be reported to the Election Board Chair immediately.
b. A warning will be given to the candidate for the first offense.
c. Removal from the ballot will result if any further offenses occur.
d. Campaigning violations include:

i. Knocking on closed doors or going door to door.

ii. Taking other people’s devices and selecting candidates for them or voting for them.

iii. Using or compiling other people’s w# and passwords to vote.

iv. Bribes of any kind are not allowed.

v. Mass emails to classes are not allowed. 

6. Timeline

a. Campaigning may begin at 12:30 PM on Monday, March 24, 2014.
7. Voting

a. Each student may cast one vote for each senatorial seat within their college. (i.e. If the college has 4 seats, the student will have 4 votes.)

b. Votes are cast using an online voting system.
c. There shall be five senator-at-large seats that are voted on by the entire campus. 
d. The five candidates receiving the most student votes shall be elected to a senator-at-large seat.

8. Results

a. Announcement of the winners will be made immediately following the close of the polls at 5:30. Announcement place is TBA.

b. In the event of a run-off, elections will be held the following week.
All qualified candidates for Spring 2014 Student Government Association elections must attend the candidate’s meeting prepared to take a photograph that will be placed on the election website. No other photos will be accepted. The deadline to file your completed application for Spring 2014 SGA Elections is 12:30 pm on Friday, March 21, 2014, in the Student Government Association Office. Enclosed in this packet you will find the Spring 2014 Election Schedule and the application for Senator. Thank you for your time and service to the university, and we are looking forward to working with you in the very near future. If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to e-mail the SGA Election Board Chair Mary Takewell at (985)549-3066 or through email mary.takewell@selu.edu.  
Elections Schedule
February:
19- 
Applications available for pick-up in the Student Government Association Office or online through the Student Government Association website.  

March:

21-                     Mandatory Candidates Meeting at 11:00am in Mims Conference Room 103 (If you can’t make this date set up a time with the Chief Justice before the 21st)

21-     
Applications due to the SGA office no later than 12:30pm.

24-
Campaigning for SGA Elected positions may begin at 12:30 PM.
24-
Student Government Association Executive Elections Debate 6:00 PM in Fayard 107.


April:


7-

Elections open at 8:00 AM


9- 

Elections close at 5:00 PM. Announcement of election results will take place 

Immediately following the close of the Spring 2014 Student Government Association Elections.

* Results will be posted in the SGA Office and/or announced by 5:30 pm*
Duties of the Student Government Association Senator
A. Attend Senate meetings

1. Recording two unexcused absences within a single semester shall result in removal from the respective Senate seat.

2. If a university excuse is provided, the absence will be excused and not counted towards the record of unexcused absences, after the allotted one excused absence has been granted.
3. There shall only be one approved and accepted excused absence within a single semester.

B. Reside on at least one Senate standing committee

1. All new senators must audit or participate in all other Senate Standing Committees at least one time during their first semester unless there is a conflict that must be excused by the Internal Affairs Committee.

2. In the event that a committee does not have enough membership to meet quorum requirements, the Senate Chair may appoint senators to committee with a majority vote of approval by the Senate.

3. Recording three or more unexcused absences within a single semester shall result in removal from the respective Senate seat.

4. If a university excuse is provided, the absence will be excused and not count towards the record of unexcused absences, after the allotted one excused absence has been granted.

5. There shall only be one approved and accepted excused absence within a single semester.

C. Serve at least one SGA hour per week

1. This hour must be served attending to individual senator’s constituent base.

2. The hour may be broken up into smaller increments as long as the total time equals or exceeds one hour.

3. Additional hours served during a current week do not carry over to following weeks.

4. Recording three or more unexcused missed SGA hours within a single semester shall result in removal from the respective Senate seat

5. There shall only be one approved and accepted excused missed SGA hour within a single semester.

6. All SGA Hour(s) shall be completed before Friday at 4:30 pm.

D. Author and sponsor at least one piece of meaningful legislation per semester and work to see adopted legislation through to fulfillment

E. Follow completely, the laws and procedures stipulated by the SGA Constitution, Bylaws, and Standing Rules.

F. Familiarize themselves with most current version of Robert’s Rules of Order as provided by the Student Government Association.

G. Attend a training session within two (2) weeks of receiving their position

H. Notify the Senate Chair, in writing, of any change of status as a student.

I. Be sworn-in by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court no later than the second Senate meeting from receiving their position.  Failure to abide by this by-law will automatically result in the loss of the senate seat. 

J. Newly appointed senators are to be assigned a veteran senator for his/her first four (4) Senate meetings for orientation purposes.  Each veteran senator will have no more than 2 newly appointed senators assigned to him/her at one time.
K. Obtain the required amount of points as appointed by the Senate Chair.
1. These points are cumulative over a semester.

2. Not accumulating the required amount of points in a semester can be grounds for impeachment.

2014-2015 Student Government Senator Application
Name:_______________________________________________________________       W#:___________________________________

(As you want it to appear on the ballot).
Classification: ____________________________
Major: _________________________ Sex:  M    F   (circle one)

Current Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Cell Phone Number: _________________________ Work Phone Number: ____________________________________

Office you are running for (Circle One):       Senator             Senator-At-Large   
Academic College:
 Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences

Science and Technology

(Circle One)

Business

Education

Nursing and Health Sciences

Organizations you are an Active Member of                 For Office of Student Engagement Use Only:
(at least 1):         

1. _________________________________________  

   _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________    

   _________________________________________
Deadline to file for elections is by 12:30 pm on Friday, March 21, 2014, in the Student Government Association Office (Mims Hall Room 118).

All candidates MUST attend one (1) mandatory candidates meeting in order to qualify for elections. The meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 21, 2014 at 11:00am in room 103 of Mims. Please be prepared to take a photo for the website. If you cannot attend this meeting you must set up an alternate time before March 21st. 

I certify that the above information is true to the best of my knowledge and I agree to the SGA Election Board to check into my records for the purpose of qualifications. I shall abide by all the rules of the election code.
______________________________________________________


_______________________________________

Signature







Date

DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE

Date: _______________ Initials: __________________ Qualified:______________
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