Minutes from the September 7, 2006 Student Technology Fee Committee meeting are as follows:
 
In Attendance: Committee members - Mike Asoodeh, Donna Methvien, Marvin Yates, Bea Baldwin, Aron Walker, Bridget Hester, and Pamala Messina.  Charles Tony was proxy for Tiffane Henry.  Also in attendance were Glyn Smith, Clarissa Schiro, and Shannon Sciortino.
 
The meeting began at 9:30 a.m. 
 
                     The June 26, 2006 meeting minutes were reviewed.  A motion was made by Aron Walker to approve the minutes. Dr. Yates seconded the motion. The vote was 7-0 in favor of approving this motion.
 
                     Introductions - Committee members introduced themselves for the benefit of newcomers to the meeting.
 
                     Reports on Action Items:
 
o        Purchase and Installation of Furniture –Donna Methvien reported furniture has been ordered for the PTTL Lab per a vote taken via e-mail.  This will increase the number of machines in the PTTL lab by 16 computers.  Bridget Hester made a motion to approve the furniture purchase, and Aron Walker seconded the motion.  The vote was 7-0 in favor of approving this motion.  Donna reported she was in contact with a company about repairs of some damaged chairs in the Fayard Labs.  The company is evaluating whether or not the chairs can be repaired.  Action Item:  Donna Methvien will provide an update on the installation of the furniture and repairs of broken chairs at the next meeting.
 
o        Computer Equipment Checkout Usage –Clarissa Schiro reported equipment usage had dropped over the 2006 Summer Semester, which was consistent with enrollment.  At this time, she recommends no additional equipment purchases.
 
o        Computer Lab Usage  - Glyn Smith provided a lab user report for the Summer 2006.  He reported Internet Explorer was the most used application, and the 24-hour lab had the most traffic through the 2006 Summer Semester.  The labs were sufficient to meet the needs of the students for the Summer 2006 semester.  Glyn had no recommendations other than what was already in progress.  Dr. Asoodeh discussed an option under consideration for the game room renovation, which is to convert the game room to an internet café supported by the Student Technology Fee.  This topic will be discussed in more detail at a later meeting, once more definite plans have been developed.

 

                     Committee Membership – There are no changes to the administrative membership of the committee.   Aron Walker reported that four of the five students on the technology fee committee will be himself, Pamala Messina, Bridget Hester, and Tiffane Henry.  Aron Walker will e-mail the names of all five student members to Bridget Hester next week.  The Small Project Proposal sub-committee will consist of Aron Walker, Tiffane Henry, Bridget Hester, Dr. Asoodeh, and Donna Methvien.  The Large Project Proposal sub-committee will consist of Aron Walker, Pamala Messina, Tiffane Henry, Dr. Baldwin, and Dr. Yates.  The Surplus Computer Committee will consist of Pamala Messina, Tiffane Henry, Bridget Hester, Donna Methvien and Dr. Yates.

 

                     Signs made by Physical Plant for outside the door of each lab –  Donna Methvien reported on the possibility of placing signs outside computer labs funded by the student technology fee which would identify the labs.  She was told by Facility Planning that these signs could not be installed.

 

                     Surplus Computer Proposal – Donna Methvien reported that there are no surplus computers available currently, except for one Mac.  A Surplus Computer Proposal request was submitted by the web team for this computer.  Dr. Asoodeh made a motion to approve the transfer of this surplus computer to the web team.  Aron Walker seconded the motion.  The vote was 7-0 in favor of this motion.

 

(Dr. Baldwin joined the meeting at this time.)

 

                     Special Project Request:  Internet Café, Security Cameras for Parking Lots, and Upgrade of Electrical Infrastructure in the Central Computer Room   -  Dr. Asoodeh reported on the following projects:  

 

o        Aron Walker, Dr. Yates, and Dr. Asoodeh will be working with Facility Planning and Physical Plant to come up with a proposal to convert the game room to an internet café.  This project is a candidate for funding by the Student Technology Fee.  
 
o        A project is under consideration to install security cameras in parking areas to improve security.  This includes providing cameras for the parking garage being built.  Dr. Asoodeh recommended that the Student Technology Fee pay for this project at an estimated cost of $375,000.  
 
o        An area exposed as technologically weak during the Katrina disaster was the Central Computer Room.  The electrical issues that need to be resolved are the circuits, the uninterruptible power supply, and the generator supporting the Central Computer Room in McClimans Hall.  The estimated cost of the electrical infrastructure upgrade is $500,000.  
 
Dr. Yates made a motion to approve moving forward with proposal of the internet café, and to approve funding for the Security Cameras and the Electrical Upgrade.  Aron Walker seconded the motion.  The vote was 8-0 in favor of this motion.  Action Item:  Aron Walker will bring an estimate of the funding needed for the internet café to the next meeting.
 

                     A motion to adjourn was made by Aron Walker. Dr. Yates seconded the motion. The vote was 8-0 in favor of this motion. The meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 
                     Next Meeting – The next meeting will be held on October 5, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. in the Career Services Conference Room.
 
