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FACULTY SENATE MEETING MINUTES 

Wednesday, March 4, 2026 · Fayard 101 · 3:30 p.m. 

I. Call to Order – (Senate President Cannon) – 3:32pm 

II. Roll Call – Quorum established 

·         ABSENT – Beachy, Emami, Frederick, Green, Horzelski, Soysal, Wyld 

·         PROXY – Rode, Starns 

III. Approval of the Minutes of the February 4, 2026, Faculty Senate meeting 

·         No changes were brought to my attention 

·         Move to approve the minutes as disseminated (second) – approved unanimously 

IV. Old Business - No reports 

V. New Business 

1. Early Graduating Senior Grades (Sen. Settembrino) 

* Sen. Settembrino: Desire to approve efficiency by eliminating early reporting 

for graduating students’ grades – it appears that most of our peer institutions do 

not require early reporting specifically for graduating students 

* Opened to Discussion – Sen. Cicale stated that the University Calendar 

Committee wants to make the deadline, as is, even earlier (Wednesday of Finals 

Week at midnight or Thursday at 7:30am) – the Registrar needs grades so they 

can decide who is graduating with Honors – should the exam period be adjusted 

to accommodate the current deadlines? – possibility of changing the calendar to 

accommodate this issue (could lead to contractual issues for the faculty) – Move 

to vote on the resolution (seconded) – motion is unanimously approved 
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2. Reaffirming Academic Freedom (Sen. Settembrino) 

* Sen. Settembrino: Reading through the resolution disseminated to the Faculty 

Senate 

* Public Speaker – Brant Osborn (St. Tammany Federation of Teachers and 

School Employees) – vocalizing support for the resolution – importance of both 

language and having an organization that supports that language – strongly 

recommends strengthening the cause of academic freedom on campus via 

organization and support – here in solidarity with the resolution from Sen. 

Settembrino 

* Opened to Discussion – Adding possible suggestion for the university to review 

the policy (Sen. Schillage) – this is separate from the November resolution stating 

our position on the policy to the university – resolution is aimed at signaling 

solidarity with efforts to promote and maintain academic freedom nationally – 

reflective of a stance rather than an effort to affect change with policy – the goal 

of the resolution is to be proactive in responding to some of the issues happening 

on a national level, particularly with regard to new laws in Texas, specifically – 

Multiple senators expressed concerns with the perceived aggressiveness of the 

language of the resolution as well as its timing (some senators voiced hesitance 

given that this seems to be in response to something that may, but has yet to 

happen, in Louisiana) - move to send to committee Faculty Rights and 

Responsibilities (seconded) – Passes with one abstention and one NAY 

3. Principles of Professionalism (Sen. Craft) 

* Sen. Craft: Presenting a draft document that is similar to Sen. Settembrino’s 

resolution but focus more on defining what it means to be faculty at Southeastern 

as defined by the faculty ourselves – the aim here is for faculty to start the process 

of defining ourselves rather than by assorted outside groups  - aspirational rather 

than a set of guidelines 

*  Move to send to the appropriate committee – Sen. Cicale offers to chair an ad 

hoc committee to handle this draft document – approved to send to Sen. Cicale’s 

new ad hoc committee 

VI. Announcements 

1. SGA Liaison Report – Sen. Huynh – SGA has exhausted their funding (will return in 

the next academic year) 
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2. Senate Elections (Sen. VanDusen) – Reminder that department elections need to take 

place before next Senate meeting (have been contacted by Sen. VanDusen) – Senate 

elections will occur at the next meeting, so departments needs their new delegations 

chosen 

3. College Reorganization (Sen. Kirker) – Explained the overall context of Dr. Skipper’s 

recent email about the College of Nursing, moving a few majors into the College of 

Business, and reorganizing the College of Education, Health, and Human Sciences. 

AHSS, Science and Technology, and Honors and Excellence will be unchanged 

4. Recording Classes via Meta Glasses (Sen. Kirker) - Alerted Senators to this new 

technology and how it can be used to video record classes, a violation of University 

policy and FERPA 

5. Plan 2030 for the University at UPC (Sen. Cannon) – Highlighting the administration’s 

efforts/plans to address faculty support and morale 

6. Access to Adobe Acrobat Pro to Make Courses Accessible (Sen. James Zimlich) 

VII. Adjournment – Motion put forth to adjourn (seconded) - Sen. Cannon adjourns the meeting 

at 4:45pm 
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