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Vladimir Putin, former President and current Prime Minister of Russia, has overseen a 

change in the balance of power, which has weakened the foundations of democracy in a similar 

fashion to the Nazis in 1930s Germany. Russia has shown aggression to its neighboring 

countries, and its young people have been taught to embrace Russia’s nationalism through state-

sponsored youth organizations that are eerily reminiscent of the Hitler Youth. Those who are 

brave enough to stand up against Putin are jailed or murdered. Still, Putin has pulled Russia out 

of an economic crisis, and the majority of Russians support their leader and his beliefs. In Putin’s 

view, stability and security can only exist with limited freedoms.  

Putin’s administration of Russia began at the end of 1999, with the resignation of Boris 

Yeltsin (Ignatius 4). Russia, at this time, was in shambles. Crime was high, people were poor, 

and financial markets had collapsed. Russians were not very familiar with their new leader at the 

beginning of the new millennium. Putin, who had previously led a quiet political career, had only 

just been appointed Prime Minister by the corrupt Yeltsin four months earlier, and he was 

Yeltsin’s fifth Prime Minister in just over a year (Jack 42). Yeltsin chose Putin for his serious, 

straightforward approach and for his experience as director of the Federal’naya Sluzhba 

Bezopasnosti (FSB), Russia’s security service. The FSB was the successor to the Soviet Union’s 

KGB, in which Putin served as a spy during the 1980s (Ignatius 3).  

The beginning of Putin’s term as president was accompanied by a war against Chechnya, 

which would mark the beginning of a decline in democracy in Russia. In 1991, Richard Lourie, 



author of Predicting Russia’s Future, envisioned terrorist attacks directed against the central 

government by states wishing to secede, ultimately leading to the suppression of human rights. 

Lourie predicted right, and in 1999, the terrorist bombings of a Moscow apartment complex by 

Chechen rebels helped fuel a war, despite little evidence that the Chechens were behind the 

attack. Alex Goldfarb, a Russian activist, is one of many who believe the bombings were staged 

by the Russian secret police in an effort to strengthen the power of Putin (Blincoe). Although 

most agree that this is unlikely, it remains a valid argument. This situation is not unlike the 1933 

burning of the Reichstag, Germany’s parliament building, in Berlin (Wall 67). Communists were 

blamed and charged for the fire even though there is enough evidence that one could argue the 

Nazis were behind the burning. Nevertheless, Hitler used the burning to his advantage, saying 

the fire was proof of an attempted communist coup. He suspended the civil liberties of all 

citizens through the Presidential Law for the Protection of State and People, which he promised 

would be temporary. The decree was never revoked (Wall 67). Goldfarb believes Putin and his 

allies had done the same (Blincoe). After all, the persuasion of followers with scapegoats and 

myths in an attempt to do violence, is a common characteristic of fascism (Lourie 81).  

Goldfarb is more than just a Russian activist. He works for Russian billionaire Boris 

Berezovsky, a dissident against Putin, who now lives in the United Kingdom under political 

asylum (Blincoe). One of Berezovsky’s former employees, Alexander Litvinenko, was famously 

murdered after receiving a fatal dose of polonium-210 in London in 2006. Both Goldfarb and 

Berezovsky argue that Putin personally ordered the murder, and the poison that killed Litvinenko 

could only have come from a state-owned nuclear plant (Blincoe).  

Litvinenko had been a lieutenant-colonel in a corruption-busting department of the Putin-

directed FSB. He often discovered that the source of corruption came from his own office, and 



the reports of his findings were ignored by Putin. Finally, after refusing an order to assassinate 

Berezovsky, Litvinenko was fired (Bennett). He fled the country and moved to the United 

Kingdom where he later wrote The FSB Blows Up Russia. The book was banned in Russia in 

what was called an effort to protect state secrets, and Litvinenko became frustrated with the 

U.K.’s lack of interest in his case. Before his death, Litvinenko had admitted that he feared for 

his life while in London (Bennett).  

While the theories that Putin was behind the terrorist bombings in 1999 are rejected by 

many, there is an overwhelming amount of evidence that he was behind Litvinenko’s murder. 

Many people seem to have trouble admitting that Putin, who appears as a quiet, civilized man, 

would sanction such brutal schemes. However, there is something more unbelievable a 

connection between Putin, which lies within the Nashi (Lucas).  

The Nashi, meaning “ours,” is a state-sponsored youth organization with over 120,000 

members. This is the largest of many organizations that embrace the Kremlin’s fascist ideals 

(Lucas). The Nashi, which supports the rise of the motherland, is very similar to the Hitler 

Youth, which in the 1930s promoted the growth of the fatherland. The Hitler Youth used 

ideological education, physical training, and demonstrations to prepare its members for service to 

Germany. Membership was not made mandatory until 1939, but like the Nashi, membership had 

its perks (Wall 104). Nashi youth may get free admission to top universities and thus have the 

advantage of getting a job in politics or business (Lucas).  

While many of these Russian teenagers take the opportunity to succeed through school, 

some of them use violence against the Kremlin’s democratic opposition. In April of 2007, Nashi 

members vandalized the exterior of Estonia’s Moscow embassy and attacked a foreign 

ambassador’s car after Estonia moved a Soviet-era war memorial. Sinisterly, the Moscow police, 



did not intervene. In the same month, Putin banned foreigners from trading in Russia’s retail 

markets. This was accompanied by the harassment of gays and foreigners on the streets of 

Moscow by Nashi members (Lucas). There is little difference between the Nashi and the Hitler 

Youth.  

While boys in the Hitler Youth received their physical training as preparation for 

deployment to the Wehrmacht (defense force) or the SS, German girls in the Hitler Youth were 

taught to prepare for motherhood (Wall 105). Russian girls in the Nashi are not only taught to 

prepare for motherhood but are encouraged to have children as soon as possible. Every year, the 

Nashi hosts a two week-long camp that involves lectures and physical fitness. More importantly, 

though, the youth are encouraged to have sex, but condoms are neither sold nor distributed. The 

camp also features “mass marriages.” These marriages are legal and attempt to show the 

participants’ devotion to the motherland. While sex is encouraged, drugs and alcohol are not 

allowed, and members wear electronic bracelets that monitor their every move (Lucas).  

While Russian youth organizations like the Nashi attempt to raise the national birthrate 

and assist the state’s increasingly-popular fascist convictions, the Kremlin is working on 

rewriting the Russian history books. Putin has endorsed a new lesson plan for school teachers 

that describes Stalin as “the most successful leader of the USSR” but never mentions the millions 

of people who died under his rule. In fact, a 2007 poll showed that Russian teenagers believe 

Stalin was a great leader who did more good than bad (Lucas). While Stalin’s reputation is 

restored, Boris Yeltsin is denounced for his unpopular pro-western policies. The fact that Yeltsin 

was Russia’s first democratically-elected president is being ignored (Lucas).  

While schools teach a distorted version of history, television stations and newspapers 

have been shut down or taken over (Ignatius 3). This is another practice used in Germany under 



Hitler. The Nazi Party hijacked any newspaper that did not follow strict regulations, and all 

newspapers were heavily censored (Wall 97). Anyone in Russia whose influence challenged the 

Kremlin has been silenced and this goes for opposing political parties as well. Politicians have 

been arrested for confronting Putin’s rule. Russian nationalists have always been paranoid about 

seeking enemies of the motherland (Lourie 80). The majority of Russians do not mind this unfair 

practice. Stalin once said, “The Russians like to have one man standing at the head of state” 

(Lourie 1). Stalin was right; Putin averages a popularity rating of seventy percent (Ignatius 3). 

Russians, who had previously left their country for places like the United States, Great Britain, 

and Israel, are now returning to their homeland for better salaries (Jack xv). Freedom has been 

the price for security, and the people of Russia do not seem to mind.  

It is important to note that while his policies and practices may be unlawful or immoral, 

Putin is no Stalin. Putin is no Hitler. Both Stalin and Hilter backed purges and mass-murder. He 

has limited some privileges of homosexuals and foreigners, but he has not indicated any 

intention of killing any of these people. Adi Ignatius of Time Magazine has compared Putin’s 

system to the mafia. It is all about power and money, and if someone gets in the way then 

disposing of that person is simply business. Putin is a firm believer that nations should not 

interfere with another state’s policies. This has made him an opponent of the United States’ war 

in Iraq, and he believes the Americans are attempting to disrupt Russia’s affairs (Ignatius 4). 

Putin simply wants to rule Russia without opposition (Ignatius 6).  

Earlier this year, Putin stepped down as president and appointed his former chief of staff, 

Dmitri Medvedev to take his place. However, Putin continues to be the supreme commander of 

Russia as prime minister. Although Putin curtailed democracy, during his term as President, he 

helped Russia pay off a foreign debt of $200 billion. Also, he doubled workers’ salaries in the 



last five years (Ignatius 2). Putin has been successful, too, as sources inside his office have 

claimed that Putin had accumulated more than $40 billion during his eight years in office 

through his hidden ownership in oil companies. Many claim that this money is hidden in banks 

in Switzerland and Liechtenstein (Harding).  

It is hard to predict what Russia’s next move will be, but it is almost certain that 

democracy will be limited even more. The sad truth is that the majority of Russians simply do 

not care about their freedom as much as their stability. Although the situation is not perfect, a 

Russia without Putin could have been a disaster. While he often criticizes the United States and 

Great Britain, Putin remains open to a strong relationship with these nations (Ignatius 1). We 

should engage more on the issue of Russia’s foreign policy, but perhaps as long as the majority 

of Russians support their government, Western powers have no business criticizing Russia’s 

domestic affairs.  
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Ms. Servat’s Comments: Mr. Brilleaux has given a very clear critique for a complex issue. His 

examination of Putin’s importance and nature is well researched, and developed with a fair 

evaluation. Besides, Mr. Brilleaux is an excellent writer, so his work is always interesting 

reading. 


